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mission trip spent o day in Calcutta, but only for sightseeing. Our major destmation 15 called
Ou]_'ﬁndmpmdﬁh. where we stayed in Dayspring Children's Home, which is funded by Hong
Kong churches, We spent ten days i the chuldren . home and 23 hours on the tram each

way from Caleuiia to Andrapradesh. Qur last day was in Calcutta was for sightseeing.

[ would comment that the trip was very good exposure for me, especially going to a place which 15 180
degrees different from my own culture. Cne of the examples was that people there do not speak English
or Chinese. So when we talk among ourselves in either Chinese or English, they thought we were just
speaking in Chinese.

On might we had a meeting znd one of the team members
sang a Mandonn song.  He forgot the words, so he used
the Chinese numbers 1, 2, 3 ... instcad of the Mandann
words, Al of us were langhing, for we knew he forgot
the words, However, the audience did not know what had
happened and thus, they did not laugh, This was a very
unforgettable expenence. Both groups were not familiar
with the other lanpuage, so most of the time we used body
language. Some aof the kids in the children's home are
able to speak a litle English, so they helped us interpret
when we needed i There were some wadows there who
wanted us to pray for them,  They came o us and talked
to us in Tulepu, but we couldn™t understand anything. I
there had been someone there 1o do the mterpreting, that
would have been wenderful,

Lat me introduce to you the children's home . There are all
together 95 children living there, Most of them are orphans,
Same of them have lost either their fathers or mothers and
others have lost both. Everyday they spend their time there
studying, doing house work and playing.  Their daily
RN TAPRAR, SRR T - pgenses are sponsored by people from Hong Keng and 2
few other places. There are 20 or so widows also
sponsored by people, but they don’t stay in the children's home. They come for worship or church
functions. They also help in conking. The children are from age five to seventeen years old.  Before they
come w0 the chuldren's home, they were told they would  swdy the Bible and do housework mn e
children's home. If they are wailling and if there is a sponsor for them, they can come.  Their daly
schedule 15 quite long:  from six o clock early in the moming to until ten at might, This is 2 bnef
introduction to Dayspring children's home.

Dunng my first week at Dayspring, [ was not used to the life there, The food was spicy and even the
breakfast was something like deer fried dough. The boiled water tasted very, very strange. It 1asted like
there were some aluminum inside, yuck!  The mosquitoes were like a "Planes” which attacked us every
night. One night, they bit my eves. It made me fell uzly and uncomforable. All those thines made me
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feel homesick and I didn’t want fo go there anymere,  Soon afier, in the second week, my Feelings and
attitede changed.  Five days later, [ started to enjoy their woy of life.  Just as I was leaving, I realized |
missed the children there. | don't know if [ wall be able to se2 them all again.  Perhaps some day.

Another contrast is the fact that India is
“people-onented” whereas Hong Kong s
“ime-onented”. [ realized | was a wvery
impatience persan, [ want thines to be done
a3 quickly as possible and I don't know how 1o
enjoy what happening around me. [ remember
one day when we had breakfast, [ ordered a hot
chocolate. T waited and waited and told the
waltress thres tmes thar my hat chocolate/”
hadr't come yet.  She just told me, it will
come soon”. Afler 2 long fime, she tald me
g thot they didnt have hot chocolate, How

_ mmazing! Why did they keep ielling us that
they had it and then finally say there was none?
Of course, I was angry!  This also happened to
my other team members. [ told them my story and later, our Pastor very kindly said, "If vou are not
patience enough, it will be very hard for you to stay in India™  Suddenly I realized thar | was so annoyed
and impatient. The iacident was over. Why did I keep telling the story over and over again? It
wasn't helping others solve their problems, Then, | understood why Indian people are so patient.
When [ told my friend this story, he said that now he realized why there are so many Indians wandening
around the Chung Hing Mansion (TUE2 5 E) in Tsim Sha Tsui. Do vou know why?

4,
There was another funcy experience.  One day when we went shopping, buying Indian dresses - “San”™
We went into a shop. There were seven of us. (all girls). The shopkeepers took us to the upper floor,
and showed us all the expensive Sans. It was just like the flm “preny Woman™, We didn't know what
to choose. Before we left, they also served us coffee. It was very nice.  We were joking that their
standard of service is mueh, much benter than Hong Kong,  This was riat yot the end of the stary. When
wie decided 1o leave, we stopped by a shop to buy some little souvenirs, Suddenly, | requested 1o uo 1o
the toiler.  Because we had already "shopped” for a long, long time, everyone wanted 1o go too, Amyway,
Adam, the Pastor of the local church, teok us to the toilet.  That was what we thought.  But instead, we
amved m a jewelry shop.  Adam chatted with the people there while we wondered why he has so many
fmends.  Later, we realized that he was asking his friends to let us use their toilet. Then we all went up
to the toilet.  After we finished using it, the family members gave us food and drinks, They treated us
like VIPs, We were very surpnised and before we left, we sang a Christmas song and 100k some photos.
We spent 30 - 40 minutes altogether there,  Unfortunately, there were four of us waiting nt the Sari shop
and they didn't know where we went mnd what had been happened 1o us.  When we told them that we
were gating and having good time somewhere else, they were very surprised. [ wonder how often these
kind of things happen in Hong Kong?  We could never borrow someone tailet in this city, but it is very
- common in India

Before [ left Hong Kong, 1 bought 2 book called "Culture Shock - India”, It mentioned that the Indian
people are very warm and full of hospitality. 1 believe this is definitely the truth,
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